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SUMMARY OF THE CURRENT ITALIAN POLITICAL SITUATION . 


Appraisal of the forthcoming local elections in southern Italy: 


The diminishing popularity of Premier de Gasperi's Christian 
Democratic Party has tended to strengthen the two political extremes 
in Italy at the expense of the middie-of-the-roaad groups. ‘All the 
evidence suggests a loss ef votes by the Christian Democrats in the 
forthcoming local elections to beth the Communists and, to an ever 
greater extent, the neo-Fascista (MSI) on the extrene right. 


The results may be similar to those of last year's regional 
elections in Sicily, when Communist gains were such as to balance 


‘exactiy the strength of the Christian Democrats in the Sicilian Regional 


Assembly, leaving the neo-Fascists and Monarchists holding the balance 

of power. This would stimulate a popular protest vote in favor of the 
es in the national elections planned for late 1952 or early 25X14 
953, 


Despite the neo-Fascist claim to anti-Communiem,{ 
poth groups would welcome a modus vivendi. There are 4 
ndica hat the Catholic Action, which exerted important influence 
in swinging the 1949 elections to the Christian Democrats, is not anxious 
to support de Gasperi in the forthcoming local elections and may desert 
him completely in the national elections if his party makes a poor showing 
in the balloting starting 25 May. 


Relative strength of the parties: 


Less of support for the Christian Dencerats was evident in the 
1951 lecal elections in north Italy, when they won 39 percent of the 
votes, compared with 48,5 in the 1948 national election and 36.5 in the 
1946 lecal elections. The Communists and Nenni Secialists tegether won 
35,2 percent compared with 34.9 in 1948 and 48.8 in 1946, The Monar- 
chists and MSI combined won 4.7 percent compared with 2.0 in 1948 and 
3,8 in 1946, The MSI alone sore than trebled its strength from 1.2 per 
cent in 1948 to 3.8 in 1951. 25X1 


‘Despite their loss of popular support in_the 195] elestions, the - 
Christian Demecrats were able through the us af aked tate okey 
Me tarde cl tidet in north 


control of the wunicipal councils in most of / the large: c’ 
and central Italy. In some of the south Ital fae cities such as 2 


and Taranto, however, the Communists won a & ieee wes 28 
be. 


heen 4 
ce : 


the so-called demogPatic partia a ee 


Relations among 


The only cutside support of the Christian Demoorate- eS ald 
the leadership of the Bapublican Party, the single minority party left 
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in the Cabinet “goalition’, which now consists (tian Desocra ts 25X1 
and two Republicans. Sevever, the Christian Democrats have heen succest - 

ful in persuading not enly the Republicans But alse the Liberals, (Con- 
servative), whe quit the Cabinet in 1950, and the Democratic Socislists, 

who left in 1951, to agree in general to participate with them in as 

electoral bloc. These sealier parties have specified that they would Link 


ben 
selves with the fosnarchists. Preater de Gasperi bes promised pot to align 
his party with the neo-Fascist Italian Social Novewent, foliowing refuse i 
ef the Denecratic Socialists te jois his bliec otherwise. 


Because of the strength of the Monerchists asd neo-Fascists and the 
weakness of the Democratic Sectalists in Southern Itely, it ie expected 
that the Christiaa Pemocrata will find it expedient to join with Monarc- 


eis isiist support. ‘The neo-Yascists sad Menarchists have lined ap to- 
gether. There have veen inconclusive discussions of the possibility of 
an “anti-clerical” blec ef Liberals, Repubilicen® and Democratic Sectalists. 


Weakness in the campaign of democratic parties: 


In addition to the inherent webknessos ef their situation, the 
Christian Democrat and center parties have made specific blunders @ur ing 
past weeks. Forenost is the proposal by Don S&turze, Catholic elder 
statesman, for & Laete-cinate electernl slliance in Rome with the seo~ 
Fascist and-Monarchist group. Although Sturzo hes withdreawa bis sug 
gestion, the danage done by his faux age will make the public guaepiciow 
of peasibie future deals with the ecists. Mereever, Sturso's 
aetion reveals the fear that gripes the leadership of the demoeratic bia. 


te the Westersa powers’ 1948 pre-election sanouncesent aupporting the re- 
tura of Trieste to Italy. Trey aise appear unable te penefit from the 
present interns tions l discussions on Trieste. The right-wing blec, OF the 
other hand, de expleiting for its own ends the nationalist agitation that 
has spread threughest the country . 


Another vwerksess ie the ineptaess of the government's anzousced 
lLaber policy, principally the pay raise pill, restrictions on labor 
unions, and proposals for a atrictiy Christian Democratic labor union. 


Types of campaigning in progress ; 


Since the campaign got uoderway only in recent days, there have 
been few reports thus far that would give any apecific indication of 
the campaiga etrategy of the various parties. Fres the limited evideno> 
at hand, and frou keowledge of tactics pursued in previous elections, 
it can be assumed that: ~ 


1} The Communists will continue to emphasize the "popular front” 
idea, by bringing inte their fold non-Coamunist leaders like the elder 
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statesman Nitti. They will capitalize on the popular for peace 
and avoidance of a third world war. 


2) The Christian Democrats will continue to make use of the power 
‘and prestige of the Church; priests will admonish their parishioners to 
vote against Communism. The party will emphasize that unless the center 
stays in power, economic aid from the United States will cease. The 
Catholic Action will organize a campaign to get the Catholic voters to 

3) The neo-Fascists will resert to bribery and intimidation. In 
sally they will stress hypernationalism, neutratism;-and anti- 
Communism, 


There has been no evidence of any effective counter~propaganda 
by the democratic parties, which are notoriously slow te react. 
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